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Living

Housing construction is generally based on tra-
ditional ideas. The construction of their own
house has stimulated the architects to question
these basic principles and to think about hous-
ing and living in relation to family life. Since
the habitant becomes thus responsible for the
mental process and the conception, he allows a
certain level of experimentation. The result is a
construction wherein form and function, tech-
nique and art are complementary in a way that
one would loose reason of existence without the
presence of the other.

Function and Flexibility

The fundamental idea is to give each inhabitant
freedom in how to use the house. The function-
ing of the “plan libre™ is parallel with a philoso-
phy of life based on flexibility and respect for
the other. Each individual has the possibility to
retreat to his own private cell, a small area for
meditation, return to oneself. But the plan pro-
vides mainly large common spaces to live, to
work, to play. There are no materialised separa-
tions between the functions, space is acquired
according to the needs of the moment. A techni-
cal room and three movable bedrooms act as
separation within the “plan libre™. The second
floor is suspended from the roof, wardrobes
along the edge double up as parapet.

Honest Construction

In collaboration with structural engineer Lau-
rent Ney, the architects conceived a steel struc-
ture that has been assembled on site with bolts
only. All structural elements have been cut by
“oxycoupage” from two plates of untreated
steel, dimensioned 10 m x 5 m x 2 cm and 10 m
x 5m x 3 cm. Construction period was only
three months, included special techniques and
finishes. For respect of “the art of building”,
construction details have not been hidden: con-
struction, techniques and finishing materials are
shown in their rough state. The house doesn’t
seem “conceived”... conception has returned to
its primary and natural form.

Industrial Technigues

The technical command of the house anticipates
on flexibility through the installation of “domot-
ica”, centralised in the technical storage. To
lead the necessary ducts through the house, in-
dustrial galvanised steel channels are suspended
from the ceiling. Flexible metal conduits de-
scend down to the desired height for sockets
and switches.

Interactive Nature

The house floats over the natural curves of the
site through its construction on “pilotis”. The
greenery takes integral part in the concept: large
bay windows and industrial folding doors en-
sure optimal contact with nature. Wind, the
smell of pines, the chant of the birds penetrates
the house without limit. Following this philoso-
phy, there are no curtains, but here is life with
the rain and the sun, the clouds and the moon-
light.

Prefabricated Modular Facade

The facade consists of 50 % fixed bay windows
and 50 % opening timber pancls. On top of pro-
viding sufficient natural ventilation, this system
ads a dimension to the facade: a traditional win-
dow, open or closed, unveils the same view on
the exterior, it is transparent in either way and
thus the surface creating contact with nature, re-
mains unchanged. On the other hand, if a closed
panel opens, an additional surface creates new
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perspectives.

Pure Marerials

The honest utilisation of materials, natural and
raw, creates an ambiance of “poetic brutalism™ :
the untreated steel is rusty, the glass is pure, the
natural stone “pierre bleue du hainaut™ is laid in
capricious “opus incertum” pattern. Under these
appearances, materials reflect daylight like a
landscape in the open nature, the spectrum of
colours changes daily. The colours of the trees,
the rocks, the earth and the water are in perfect
harmony and reflect an eternal tranquility. The
materials, even so the furniture and the objects,
are not necessarily new, the scars of time re-
main apparent: wood works, steel rusts, leather
cracks, ... in order to respect this poetry, the
growing older of the building or the objects is
not fought. The house is not destined for eter-
nity, it is designed for the family, and together
they live.
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concept: structurele elementen gesneden uit plaatstoal door "oxycoupage”
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North elevation: emtrance Ll
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Architects: eer architectural design

Veerle Vanderlinden, Geert Buelens, principals-
in-charge

Clients: Veerle Vanderlinden and Geert Buelens
Consultants: Ney and partners, structural; De
Noordboom, carpentry; FMP, facade; Cenlec,
electrical

General contractor: Bemelmans

Structural system: prefabricated steel structure
with plug-on facade system

Major materials: steel, glass and wood

Site area: 1,500 m?

Built area: 100 m’

Total floor area: 180 m*

Costs of construction: 170,000 euro (incl. VAT)
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